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Evolution of Centres - traditional
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‘Figure/Ground’ analysis is a straightforward technique that reveals urban areas as solids and voids, coloured dark and light to represent built form and space.  Nolli’s famous map of Rome reads as an enormous mass that has been carved away to reveal the importance of public ways and 
spaces, and contrasts with the modernist city where buildings became figuratively objectified with little concern for space around and between. At the end of the 20th Century a re-emergence of interest in traditional city forms is represented by a return to street and space defining built form. 

We would like to thank those who have contributed ideas for this collection of images, and too Ayers Saint Gross who have produced similar posters for the CNU. All plans have been electronically 
reproduced to the same scale and are intended for comparative use and understanding.  Recognising that these are interpretations we take no responsibility for inaccuracies.  

Annand Alcock Urban Design 2010

EATONS HILL PLAZA 
Chermside, Queensland

pre 1940’s



Evolution of Centres - modernist

0 25 50 100m

0 25 50 100m

0 25 50 100m

0 25 50 100m 0 25 50 100m

0 25 50 100m

0 25 50 100m

0 25 50 100m

0 25 50 100m

0 25 50 100m

0 25 50 100m

0 25 50 100m

Annand Alcock Urban Design

a  c o m p a r a t i v e  e v o l u t i o n

PLAYFORD 
Adelaide, South Australia

UNIVERSITY HILL 
Bundoora, Melbourne, Victoria

GUNGAHLIN 
Canberra, Australian Capital Territory

MENAI 
Sydney, New South Wales

ORANGE 
New South Wales

MANUKA 
Canberra, Australian Capital Territory

Village Town Regional

T
ra

d
it

io
n

al
 

pr
e 

19
40

’s
M

o
d

er
n
 

19
50

’s
 to

 1
99

0’
s

C
u

rr
en

t 
19

90
’s

 to
 P

re
se

nt

AUSTRALIAN URBAN CENTRES

N

400m

300

200

100

50

0m

MAITLAND 
New South Wales

INNALOO 
Perth, Western Australia

SEAFORD HEIGHTS 
Adelaide, South Australia

VALE VILLAGE CENTRE 
Swan Valley, Perth, Western Australia

ROUSE HILL 
Sydney, New South Wales

C
u

rr
en

t 
19

90
’s

 to
 P

re
se

nt

‘Figure/Ground’ analysis is a straightforward technique that reveals urban areas as solids and voids, coloured dark and light to represent built form and space.  Nolli’s famous map of Rome reads as an enormous mass that has been carved away to reveal the importance of public ways and 
spaces, and contrasts with the modernist city where buildings became figuratively objectified with little concern for space around and between. At the end of the 20th Century a re-emergence of interest in traditional city forms is represented by a return to street and space defining built form. 

We would like to thank those who have contributed ideas for this collection of images, and too Ayers Saint Gross who have produced similar posters for the CNU. All plans have been electronically 
reproduced to the same scale and are intended for comparative use and understanding.  Recognising that these are interpretations we take no responsibility for inaccuracies.  
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EATONS HILL PLAZA 
Chermside, Queensland

1950 - 1990



Evolution of Centres - current thinking
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‘Figure/Ground’ analysis is a straightforward technique that reveals urban areas as solids and voids, coloured dark and light to represent built form and space.  Nolli’s famous map of Rome reads as an enormous mass that has been carved away to reveal the importance of public ways and 
spaces, and contrasts with the modernist city where buildings became figuratively objectified with little concern for space around and between. At the end of the 20th Century a re-emergence of interest in traditional city forms is represented by a return to street and space defining built form. 

We would like to thank those who have contributed ideas for this collection of images, and too Ayers Saint Gross who have produced similar posters for the CNU. All plans have been electronically 
reproduced to the same scale and are intended for comparative use and understanding.  Recognising that these are interpretations we take no responsibility for inaccuracies.  
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EATONS HILL PLAZA 
Chermside, Queensland 1990 - today



Penrith - a tale of two cities?

PENRITH

modernist 
intervention

traditional 
heart of 
Penrith

best practice 
urban 
renewal



Street Network



Block Structure



Filling the gap



Street Network - current



Street Network - possible



Site Relationship



High Street
• Continue 

urban street 
edge form the 
traditional 
main street

• Active uses 
engaging with 
the street

• Complete the 
south side of 
High Street

• Transition from 
town to Malgoa 
Road edge





Signature Location
• Site is the 

western 
gateway to 
Penrith

• Forms the 
western urban 
edge of the city

• Highly visible 
from Malgoa 
Road

• Landmark 
opportunity



Residential Interface - Union Road
• Moderate 

building form 
and scale 
to relate 
to existing 
residential on 
the southern 
side of Union 
Road

• Residential 
address to 
street  



New Street
• Realigned John 

Tipping Grove 
to connect 
Council carpark 
to Union Road

• High quality 
streetscape 
treatment

• Traffic calmed 
slow speed 
environment

• Mixed uses



Public Spaces
• Explore 

opportunities 
for place 
making and 
memorable 
public domain 
features

• Squares 
and plazas, 
pedestrian 
lanes, shared 
paths / zones, 
water features 







Union Lane
• Utilise Union 

Lane for 
more than 
just vehicular 
circulation

• Opportunities 
for activation to 
provide passive 
and active 
surveillance





Mulgoa Road Interface
• Western 

gateway to 
Penrith

• High profile 
road frontage

• Views to park 
land

• Upper level 
views to 
Nepean River 
and the Blue 
Mountains

• Lower level 
noise, traffic 
and access 
constraints
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